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Community Dance Capital  
District Association 

November 17th 2024 1:00 PM 
       Fall General Meeting 

                           Belmead Hall 
Open Discussion: Nothing to report 
 

Call to order at 1:04 pm by Janice Fendall 
 

Quorum: Yes 
 

Agenda- Nothing to add. – Motion to accept: Carman D – Seconded: Gary S 
 

Approval of minutes of Spring General Meeting, April 28th, 2024, Motion to accept – Marian J., Seconded – Morley B. 
 

Attendance: See Sign in sheet. 
 

Roll call of executive committee: 
Janice Fendall – President Rick Prieston – Vice President 
Dave Patterson – Past President Vacant – Treasurer 
John Younie – Secretary Gary & Eileen Smith – Promotions and Convention 
Alan Ellis – EDCIA Rep Marian & Dwayne Jenkins – Federation Reps 
Ella-Lynn Thygesen – Dance Director Morley Blazenko, Sylvia Colleton, Doug Kariel – Members at Large 
Tina Duncan – Admin Assistant.   

 

Executive Reports 
President – Janice Fendall: Welcome everyone to our Fall General meeting.  Thank you for taking time to come to 
this meeting and show your interest in the CDCDA and group clubs activities.  Thank you to our executive that have 
been attending Zoom meetings over the last several months and continue to keep this organization running smoothly 
and moving forward. 
We've had a great start of dancing and opening of clubs this fall and congratulations to the clubs that started, got 
their callers and dancers excited about 2024 – 2025 sessions. I have noticed that a lot of clubs are back to holding 
their theme dances and parties.  Be sure to check out the Dance Feed on the website.  We are also going to try and 
highlight the current month events in the bi-monthly newsletter that is sent out on the 1st & 15th of the month.  
Thank you to Eileen and Tina for making those emails a successful endeavor by the CDCDA. 
Our dance event committee and our promotions committee have worked very hard over the summer to organize our 
summer dances and our Try-It events at local club locations. We will hear later about their successes. Looking 
forward into 2025 we are thinking of having a new Dancer Jamboree in April and of course the Alberta Tour in May 
with Brent Mawdsley from Delta, B.C. 
In July, the National Festival was held in Calgary.  Many of our members attended this sold out event.  A job well 
done by the hosts, Calgary & District.  As you know we are the hosts for the 55th Alberta Convention going to be held 
in 2025.  The committee is in the planning, planning and more planning stage and are progressing quite nicely.  More 
on that later. In August the CDCDA had 2 days of casino volunteering at the Edmonton Casino on Argyll.  A huge thank 
you to all the volunteers that worked over the 2 day event.  We are within days of receiving our portion of the 
proceeds. I reached out to the AGLC and I was informed that the distribution process started on Nov. 14. I’m 
watching the bank account every day.  Not sure how many buttons need to be pressed on their side!!! 
I have one major concern that will be talked about later at this meeting.  That is the vacant position of our treasurer.  
Thank you to Ken Digweed that made a short attempt as being our treasurer, but life got in the way and he was 
unable to continue.  This is a very very important position to our organization. We have a paid book keeper that is 
usually an email away. Wade does a lot of the hard work which can make our treasurer position very attractive. 
There is a list of responsibilities as presented by Ken Digweed in the agenda.  I hope everyone read them.  If you or 
someone in your club would be a suitable candidate please contact me. Remember we work together to help each 
other.  
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As usual be sure to use our CDCDA website to its fullest potential.  Submit all your dances so they can be entered on 
the online calendar.  Submit posters so they can be uploaded to our Dance Feed and of course, keep your webpage 
updated as best as possible.  If you don’t know how, please ask!!! 
 

Financial Reports – Janice Fendall & Wade Garner: Financial report attached 

CDCDA ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF NOVEMBER 13, 2024 
Operating Account: $28,095.49 
Common Shares:  $1.68 
GIC:  $6,666.30 (1 year, Matures Sep 26, 2025, 4.1% interest) 
Total:  $28,097.17 
Casino Account:  $271.01 
Common Shares $1.42 
Total:  $272.43 
Cottle Account:  $4,434.02 
 

NOTE:  On November 18, 2024 the CDCDA received $80,110.67 –proceeds from our assigned casino, August, 2024. 
 

FALL GENERAL MEETING   November 17, 2024     

Financial Summary (April - October , 2024) 
  Presented by Janice Fendall, (Temporary Treasurer) 
Summer Dances # of 

Dancers 

Revenue Expenses  
(Rent+Leader) 

Profit/Loss 
  

June 19 38 $301.00 $240.50 $60.50   

June 24 (CB) 9 $64.00 $240.50 -$176.50   

June 26 56 $419.00 $240.50 $178.50   

July 3 52 $404.00 $240.50 $163.50   

July 10 58 $443.00 $240.50 $202.50   

July 17 28 $218.00 $240.50 -$22.50   

July 22 (Plus) 19 $149.00 $240.50 -$91.50   

July 24 37 $293.00 $240.50 $52.50   

July 31 55 $434.00 $240.50 $193.50   

August  12  (CB) 16 $130.00 $240.50 -$110.50   

August 26  (Plus) 39 $296.00 $240.50 $55.50   
       

Total Profit       $505.50   
            

Tim Crawford Alberta Tour   April 4, 2024   

Expenses:    

Dance fee (2/5) of $1625.00 = $325.00 per dance = $650.00   

Travel Expenses (air fare) 1/5=$103.23 so Edmonton’s share is $206.46   

Sound for Plus Dance = $125.00   

Sound for Cueing = $125.00   

WESAC – hall rental = $115.50   

Hotel for Tim Crawford - $160.54   

Meals – caller, his wife and CDCDA rep. = $63.60   

Local Travel – from Calgary to Edmonton and back = $90.00 (Al Moody)   
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Total Expenses = $1,536.10   
    

Income:   

Tickets sold at the clubs = $600.00   

Tickets sold at the door =  $184.00   

Tickets sold online =           $383.30   
    

Total tickets income =     $1,167.30   
    

Total Loss - $368.80   
            
Website Maintenance   

     
$417.00 per month $2,919.00       
         
Internet & Telephone 
New contract with Telus, 
thanks to Ken Digweed 

  

     

CDCDA Office $122.96       
    

     
Office Rent   

     
CDCDA Office $525.00/mth $3,675.00       
         
Office Assistance  - includes 
Mailchimp, meeting minutes + 
more 

  

     

Tina Duncan $940.00       
         
Gifts        

Appreciation gift to Mary 
Hagstrom; Tina Duncan, Name 
the 2025 Convention Contest 

$185.50  

     
         
Promotional A-Frame Signs   

     
  $530.96       
Bookkeeper includes filing 
Society, AGLC report, monthly 
reports, memberships + more 

  

     
Wade Garner $805.00       
         
Club Support        
Crossfire Sq. Dance Club $5,000.00       
Square UP! $4,480.00       
Country Cousins $5,000.00       

Total $14,480.00       
         
Income from Demos        

North Ridge Lodge $200.00       
Shepherds Care Millwoods $200.00       
Canterbury Foundation $200.00       
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River Cats $200.00       
University of Alberta $200.00       

Total Profit $1,000.00       
         
Spring Fling (CB) May 5, 2024        

Income $136.00      
Expenses  (Leader+Rent) $240.50      

Total Loss -$104.50      
         
Cottle Fund        

Interest Income $14.28      
 

Promotions – Gary & Eileen Smith. 
Members: Dan Lamoine, Janice Fendall, Gary & Eileen Smith. 
The promotions campaign for the summer/fall 2024 incorporated three ‘Summer Dance’ Wednesdays in August, for a 
‘Try-It’ dance at club locations, inviting CDCDA members to attend. There was one additional event in August on a 
Friday, and three events in September. These events were free to CDCDA members and to new dancer prospects. 
The ‘Try-It’ events were offered to every club accepting new dancers in the fall, and all basic expenses were covered 
by CDCDA, held in the club hall, and led by the club dance leaders. Our expenditure includes facilities and dance 
leaders for each event, plus Magnet Signs, printing, and Facebook Promotion. There were also free online postings 
for event promotions, and free CFCW public service announcements. The strategy was to fill each event with enough 
people to create a fun energy for everyone attending. A secondary goal was to bring dancers to clubs/halls they may 
not have danced at before, and to experience other callers/cuers. We think it was an overwhelming success on that 
measure. We were able to attract over one hundred new dancer prospects to our events and to try our activity. We 
are certain we also created some general awareness of our activity through much of our geographic area.  
We have offered to assist with promotion for those clubs with new dancer intakes in January 2025. We plan to 

provide similar support to what was provided to clubs with fall new dancer intakes. At this time, we would like to 

repeat the ‘Try-It’ event model in the late summer/early fall of 2025. We welcome your feedback and input for future 

promotional efforts. Thank you to CDCDA and all the clubs and dance leaders that helped make this successful. 
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2025 AB Convention report: Gary & Eileen Smith 
Promotion for the Convention – now that the dance season has begun our next focus will be on promotions for the 
convention. A sub-committee has been recently established. Registration packages will be distributed to clubs 
throughout Alberta. We are planning online promotion to groups and associations in the region including neighboring 
provinces and states. Our online registration system is open at: communitydance.net. 
Badge design is progressing to final design, and we will be seeking vendor bids soon. 
 The City of Lacombe has not provided feedback yet on our grant application. We are still expecting a response by the 
end of the year. 
A booklet will be prepared for all registrants, which will include the convention schedule. We are renting the entire 
Convention Centre for the event to provide space for cloggers. 
 Local hotels have not established rates yet for the convention period. We expect them to do so in the new year. We 
have been in contact with Mitchener Park regarding camping. There will be no dry camping available on city owned 
property, as per a new policy in the City of Lacombe. 
August 28th SRDIAA (Square and Round Dance Instructors Association of Alberta) will be having an educational meeting 
at the Kozy Korner with a free dance that evening. On August 29th is a business meeting at Kozy Korner. The afternoon 
of the 29th there will be a pizza luncheon meeting, hosted by SRDIAA for its members and ASRDF executive to discuss 
challenges, opportunities, success stories, and ways that SRDIAA and ASRDF can share and how they best can work 
together in the future. 
The trail in dance has been included in the convention registration pricing to minimize the administrative burden for 
people entering the facility. A separate fee will be established with separate ribbon/wrist identification for those 
attending the trail in only. The trail in dance will be led by Gary Winter, and Mary and Bruce Nelson. 
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2025 AB CONVENTION COMMITTEE: 
Chair – Gary and Eileen Smith 
Treasurer / Registration – Janice Fendall and Ella-Lynn Thygesen 
Secretary – Marian Jenkins (back-up Mary Nelson) 
Dance Program Coordinators: 

Square Dance – Gary and Eileen Smith 
Squares Assistant - Dan Lemoine 
Cued Ballroom – Mary and Bruce Nelson 
Cued Ballroom Assistant – Arlene McLafferty 
Clogging – Birgit Blizzard 

Facilities Manager – Lacombe Memorial Centre / Kozy Korner- Allan Serra 
Food Facilitator – Marian Jenkins 
Sound Equipment – Dan Lemoine 
Program Booklet – Birgit Blizzard 
Hotels / Camping – Allan Serra 
Church and Memorial Service – Rick Prieston 
Silent Auction – Randi Sandbu 
Alberta Federation Liaison - Norm Demeule 
 
New Business: 

1. CDCDA Executive presented Carman D with a gift card for her long-standing role as past treasurer and executive 

member. 

2. Recap from the Spring General meeting: having a member from each club coming to our CDCDA executive monthly 

meetings. We will continue to promote as this is working well.  Positive feedback from the clubs. 

3. Registration for the 2024/2025 season is wrapping up.  As of November 10th – we have 362 members, 5 up from 

last year. 

4. The treasurer position is still available, please think about it and spread the word to your club members. There will 
be help and we will all work together. 
Submitted by Ken Digweed (Past Treasurer):  Comments on the duties of the Treasurer for CDCDA. 

1. Required to make any deposits of cash or checks that come to the association. (This can be done at any 
branch of the Credit Union.) 

2. Prepare a brief summary of the current financial situation for any meetings of the Executive (with 
assistance from Wade). 

3. Prepare checks for payments required of the association. (These require two signatures.) 
4. All bookkeeping is done by Wade and as a result the only requirement of the Treasurer is to assist Wade 

with information. 
5. Attend and assist with the collection of funds at CDCDA sponsored events (backup available).  
6. Receive and send the invoices and hours for Wade and Tina to Janice for approval. (Wade can do the e-

transfers.) 
7. Monthly payments by e-transfer are to be done by Wade. 
8. Attend the Executive meetings, AGM, Spring and Fall meetings of the Association with a financial update 

prepared with assistance of Wade.  
9. Maintain a file of invoices and payments for the Association. (Three ring binder.) 
The time required amounts to no more than a few hours each month and is not an onerous task. 
 

5. The Proposal - There is a link provided in the biweekly emails for a caller proposal video, please watch it to 

familiarize yourself with all the information provided. It’s 30 minutes long and will affect all dancers if 

approved. 

6. New Dancer Jamboree – Discussion. Would like to form a committee to plan this event. Planned to be at 

WESAC on April 27, 2025 after the Spring General Meeting. Our dance director Ella-Lynn needs a 
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committee of volunteers from each club to help make this happen and to brainstorm ideas.  Further discussion 

to follow. 

7. Dance announcements: Check the calendar and dance feed to see up-to-date dances and events. Lots of 

Christmas dances are planned. National Square Dance Day is next Sunday, November 24th at West Edmonton 

Mall by the Lego Stage. Reminder to wear good nonslip shoes due to the slippery marble floors. 

8. Tom Gray, the president of Leduc Happy Homesteaders gave a 15-minute slide show presentation on target 

demographics and promotion of club. It was very informative on how to bring in new dancers and keep them. 

9. ASRDF Report – CDCDA Representative Dwayne and Marian Jenkins 
ASRDF is the provincial arm of the square dance movement in Alberta. Each of the zones report to the ASRDF 
who turn in reports to the federal or governing body for square dancing CSRDS. 
All conventions, festivals, or other gatherings of square dancers outside their zone are overseen by the ASRDF. 
It provides guidance and assistance to the different zones and in return is funded by the same zones. 
This year the Canadian festival was held in Calgary and it was a great success. It sold out early and there was 
a waiting list. It generated extra funds which were then spilt between CRSDS, ASRDF, and Calgary were the 
festival was held. The next Canadian convention will be held in Penticton BC in 2027. 
The festival has provided ASRDF with funding that will keep it able to function for the next few years. Our 
upcoming convention is partially funded by the ASRDF so the money earned in one area is spread across the 
zones and enables the yearly convention to take place each September long weekend. 

 
Club Reports: 

Double Diamonds – 10 new members, December 10th is our Christmas dance which will be catered. 

Square Up! – 9 new members from 11, lost a few members due to personal reasons. 

Country Cousins – January intake for new dancers. December 10th is our Christmas dance which will be a potluck. $7 

entry fee from 7-9 pm. 

Country Sunshiners – 55 new dancers, 9 new squares which is 4 squares each dance. December 13th is our Christmas 

dance along with a catered supper. 

Country and Western – Plus club is on Monday nights. December 18th is our Mocktail party starting at 6:30pm. 

Kensington Strollers – Small group, we had only one person dropped out, we are working on advertisements to get 

new dancers. 

Leduc Happy Homesteaders – 11 new members, we moved from social square dancing to mainstream. We have a 

retention rate of 73% from last year to this year. Homesteader night is this Saturday November 23rd. Our Christmas 

dance is being held on December 18th – no meal. 

Spruce Grove – Dancing with 1 square, haven’t had a lot of promotion, we got 4 new dancers from the agricultural fair, 

and we are also advertising at the Stony Plain library. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3 pm.  Followed by a dance with caller Norm Demeule and a clothing exchange 

Next meeting: Annual General Meeting January 26th 2025 1-3 pm at Belmead Hall, followed by a free dance. Admission 

will be a Food Bank non-perishable food donation 
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