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Community Dance Capital  
District Association 

               January 25, 2026 1:00 PM 
       Annual General Meeting 

                           WSAC Hall 
Open Discussion: Nothing to report 
 

Call to order at: 1:14 pm by Janice Fendall 
 

Quorum: Yes – see attached sign in sheets 
 

Agenda Additions - New Dancer Jamboree & the City of Edmonton grant 
 

Motion to accept amended agenda:  Gary S. Seconded: Arlene M. – Passed. 
 

Approval of minutes of the Fall General Meeting, November 16, 2025 as posted on website. Motion to accept Marian 
J. Seconded – Paul D. – Passed 
 

Row call of executive members: 

Janice Fendall – President Rick Prieston– Vice President 

Dave Patterson - Past President Arlene McLafferty– Treasurer 

John Younie – Secretary Gary & Eileen Smith – Promotions 

Ella-Lynn Thygsen– Dance Event Director Alan Ellis – EDCIA Rep 

Marian & Dwayne Jenkins – Federation Reps Morley Blazenko, Sylvia Colleton, Doug Kariel – Member at Large  

Wade Garner – Financial Bookkeeper Tina Duncan– Admin Assistant 

Tim Hydzik – Web Support  
 

John Y., Rick P., Morley B., Doug K., Marian & Dwayne J. – Resigning from positions. 
 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS 

President – Janice Fendall 
Thank you everyone for coming today to the CDCDA Annual General Meeting.  I hope that some of you are new 
dancers and have joined us at this meeting for the first time and hopefully not your last. A special welcome to you. 
This is one of 3 all members meetings that the CDCDA holds each year.  This being the important one as elections for 
the CDCDA executive happens and approval of our yearly financial review.  
We are now about 1/2 way through our 2025/26 sessions, and all the clubs are going strong with regular and special 
theme dances. It is time to look forward to our summer dances and our summer Try-It events.  A huge thank you to 
our Dance Director, Ella-Lynn and our promotions committee lead by Gary & Eileen Smith for planning and organizing 
these events. Watch for their requests of dates for your clubs. 
Be sure to check out the Dance Feed on the website and read the bi-monthly newsletter.  There is always lots 
of news and handy for links to our online calendar and dance feed.  There were 3 clubs that had Try-It Events during 
the past several weeks with January in takes.  We should hear more from them on how successful they were. Coming 
up soon is our club’s valentine dances, Cued Ballroom Sweetheart Ball, Fun Steps (with Mary & Bruce Nelson) is 
starting new dancers in Waltz this evening at Willowby Community Hall. Leduc is having their annual Stars Benefit 
Dance.  I could go on and on but I'd rather you go to our website www.communitydance.net and scroll thru all the 
posters in the Dance Feed. The clubs are doing very well with submitting their theme dance posters. Be sure to 
submit entries for your poster and the online calendar. Megan, Adam and Jake are doing an excellent job of 
uploading the information. This is an excellent way to advertise your club events. The Alberta Tour with Adam 
Christman from Spokane, Washington is scheduled for Saturday May 2, 2026. He will be in Calgary April 30 & May 1 
and Lacombe May 4.  Tickets will be available at your clubs or purchase them online.   Watch for announcements in 
the CDCDA bi-monthly mailout. The 56th Alberta Convention is being planned (Sept. 4-7) in Lacombe with the hosts 
being the Calgary & District Association. Check out registration at squaredancecalgary.com. 

http://www.communitydance.net/
http://squaredancecalgary.com/
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At today’s meeting we will be having elections for the CDCDA executive.  I have decided to put my name forward for 
president, but if there is anyone that would like to be nominated for president, I will gladly step down and be past 
president. We are in need for a vice-president, secretary, ASRDF representative and members at large. These 
positions are very important for us to function properly as an organization. Please consider stepping forward or 
accepting a nomination at election time.  We meet once a month via Zoom and we’re a pretty fun group. 
As usual, be sure to use our CDCDA website to its fullest potential. Submit all your dances so they can be entered on 
the online calendar. Submit posters so they can be uploaded to our Dance Feed and of course, keep your webpage 
updated as best as possible. If you don’t know how, please ask!!!     
Thank you 

Treasurer Financial Reports – Arlene McLafferty 
Financial Review as completed by Big Red’s Accounting and financial details for 2025 as submitted by Wade G. 
(bookkeeper) – attached below. 
Account Balances as at January 21, 2026 

Cottle Account:  $4,452.09 
Common Shares:  $1.44 
Servus Rewards:  $8.25 
Total:  $4,461.78 

Casino Account:  $28,602.51 
Common Shares $1.55 
Total:  $28,604.06 

Operating Account: $28,723.55 
Common Shares:  $1.83 
Servus Rewards:  $0.43 
Total:  $28,725.81 

GIC:  $6,939.62 (18 months, Matures April 1, 2027 at 3.15% interest) Expected to earn $327.38 in interest for a total 
of $7,267.00 at maturity on April 1, 2027. Held in the Operating Account 
 
2025 Dance Summaries – attached below 

 

Arlene M. makes a motion to accept the financial report as presented – Second– Sylvia C. – Passed. 
Arlene M. makes a motion to accept Big Red Income Tax and Accounting to do the 2026 financial review – Second – 
Ella-Lynn T. – Passed. 
 

Promotions – Gary & Eileen Smith. 
Report of the January 2026 Try-it Events 
We had three Try-it events recently for clubs who have January new dancer programs. Monday, January 5 at 
Belmead Hall with ‘Square UP!’, Thursday, January 8 at Yellowbird East for Country and Western Square Dance Club, 
and Monday, January 12 at Kensington Community League Hall for Kensington Strollers. 
January 5, we had 12 new dancer prospects, and 23 experienced dancers attended. 
January 8, we had 14 new dancer prospects, and 4 experienced dancers attended. 
January 12, we had 6 new dancer prospects, and 3 experienced dancers attended. 
To promote these events, we had one Magnet sign for each event. (We were limited by the number of permits 
available to us at the time. We used two permits from Belmead Hall, and one from Willowby Hall.) Janice prepared 
posters and did online Facebook posting and boosting with CDCDA. Eileen did other online posting as well as some 
other Facebook postings. Dennis Nolan is our contact with ‘Kim’s Newsletter’ and led our promotions there. 
January 18, 2026 ‘Swing & Skate’ 
Charlie Dalton was the lead on a new event at Edmonton City Hall with CDCDA and Wild Rose Fiddlers, which was a 
part of the on-going very popular ‘Swing & Skate’ program hosted by the Edmonton Arts Council. CDCDA and the 
Fiddlers alternated sets, with the Fiddlers playing for open social dancing, and Ken Sipe calling and teaching for the 
CDCDA time at the mic. We had good support from our members, with 3 squares dancing the demo portions, and 7 
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squares for the intro portions (even while some of our CDCDA members were taking a break)! We think this was an 
excellent event with good exposure for CDCDA and our dance programs, and we hope to be invited to participate 
again next year. 
Planning for August/September 2026 Try-it Events 
Now is the time for every club to plan for the August/September period and for their fall new dancer programs. The 
CDCDA Promotions committee is planning another August/September like last year, with Try-its and supporting 
promotions for every club with a new dancer program. Last year Aug/Sept we had 7 events. (Eileen) would like to 
recommend that CDCDA extend the regular Wednesday Summer Dances at least through the first week of August 
and then have two Try-it on Wednesdays Aug 12, and Aug 19 if possible. A Wednesday Try-it could also be held on 
Aug 26. These Try-its Wednesdays will benefit from the Summer Dance momentum and are usually very well 
attended. Traditionally the Wednesday before the AB Convention is dark, and this year that would be Wednesday 
September 2.  Those clubs whose fall start-ups are in late September and/or have facilities concerns may want 
to schedule Try-its another day of the week and/or in September. Attention club executives, I will be reaching out to 
ask about your plans and helping to coordinate dates for Try-it Events. So far, we have: August 21 for Country 
Sunshiners and September 21 for Square Up! 
 

Dance Event Director – Ella-Lynn Thygesen 
WSAC is booked for the CDCDA dances in 2026 and the 3 General Meetings. I am finalizing the summer dances. I 
would like the CDCDA to support the 2026 Christmas dance at WSAC as it was a lot of fun, dates are tentative. 
 

Arlene M. makes a motion to include 3 A1 level summer dances for A1 dancers, 3 callers to call one dance each. 
Seconded – Tom G.       Discussion – Gary S. leads the advanced dance group and is worried about getting enough 
people, and to cover expenses. Tom G. likes the idea; the A1 program needs more exposure. Sylvia C. states to try it 
one time and to introduce it on a summer plus night.    Vote: In favour – 9;   Not in favour – 10;   This motion is 
defeated. 
 

New motion by Ken D. presented to have the A1 level dance in conjunction with a summer plus dance, to have three 
opportunities to incorporate it in.  Seconded – Ella-Lynn T.     Vote – In Favor – 16;  Not in Favor – 3;   Passed in Favor. 
 

2nd Annual Christmas Brunch and Dance – will explore catering options and date availability.  
New Dancer Jamboree – will be held after the Spring General Meeting, April 26. Committee to be formed 
Commemorative Dance – EDCIA looking for an opportunity to acknowledge callers that have “hung up the mic”. Will 
explore catering options and date availability. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. 2026 registration membership: 369 members (potential increase with January intake) 
2. CDCDA 2026 Casino – Scheduled for Saturday / Sunday April 11/12, 2026 at Starlight Casino at WEM.  80% of 

positions filled. 
3. EDCIA met yesterday, thinking of having a commemorative dance to honor the callers, cuers, and instructors 

that can’t partake anymore. Thoughts of incorporating it into the Harvest Ball for 3 hours or replacing the 
Harvest Ball with this dance for all mediums. All agree that is a good idea. Will investigate further.  

4. Arlene M. motions to increase the pay for leaders to $175.00 per event from $125.00 – Seconded – Sylvia C.. 
Discussion: We will table this motion to be discussed at a later date. It will depend on how long the casino 
account will last until we receive money from the scheduled April casino date.  Money from this casino would 
be received in the July/August 2026 timeframe. Need to have money to pay summer dance expenses. Will be 
discussed at the Spring General Meeting. 

5. 2026 CDCDA Meetings and special dances, calendar of 2026 events At a Glance – in progress. Attached below. 
6. Alberta Tour: Adam Christman of Spokane Washington – May 2, 2026 Afternoon Plus dance, Evening 

Mainstream/Cued Ballroom. Watch for ticket sales at your club or online 
Special Summer Dance – Visiting caller from Australia will call at our July 8, 2026 dance.  Maybe a workshop for 
callers 

7. Completed move out from office space at Red’s Accounting in October. Indoor storage unit has saved CDCDA 
$345/mth and has made our “stuff” more accessible.  
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8. Executive positions required to operate CDCDA as an organization. President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer 

9. Elections – Rick P. ran the elections, and we are pleased to welcome  
Elaine Junk as our new Vice President (nominated by Eileen S., elected by acclamation);  
Ken Digweed as our new secretary (nominated by Ella-Lynn T., elected by acclamation);  
Jake Scheffer as our new Communications Director (nominated by Gary S., elected by acclamation); and  
Tom Gray as a new Member at Large. 
Janice Fendall agreed to stand as president;  
Arlene McLafferty agreed to stand as treasurer; 
Gary & Eileen Smith agreed to stand as Promotions Lead; 
Ella-Lynn Thygesen agreed to stand as Dance Director;  
Sylvia Colleton agreed to stand as Member at Large. 
Elections closed at 3 pm. 

10. Email Distribution – CDCDA email the 1st & 15th of each month. – Please ask your club members if they are 
receiving it. If not, let us know and we will add their email address to our database 

11. Follow-Up - A representative from each active club, to attend the CDCDA exec monthly Zoom meetings and be 
a liaison between the CDCDA executive and the club. 

12. Stay for the Free Dance with caller Gary Smith 
Open Concerns/ Club Report 

• Marian Jenkins – Boyle SD Club to be part of zone 3 or zone 2. ASRDF talked it over to see if Boyle could be 
part of two zones that way they can take advantage of benefits. This will be discussed further at a later date. 

• Tom Gray (Leduc) - Gary Winters – Target marketing for health care professionals to learn how to dance and 
take advantage of the exercise it brings. He sent out emails to multiple businesses and had a good response 
already from one business.  

• Gary Smith is going to investigate if CDCDA will qualify for an Edmonton Investment Community Grant.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 3:11 pm. 
Next Meeting: Spring General Meeting - April 26, 2026 – Westend Seniors Activity Centre – 1- 3 pm. 
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2026 CDCDA Schedule of Events – AT A GLANCE – still in progress 

 

CDCDA Schedule of Events    CDCDA Summer Dance Schedule   

Annual General Meeting January 25, 2026  Square Dance (Wed) June 10, 2026 

CB Sweetheart Dance February 15, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) June 17, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - February February 21, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) June 24, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - March March 21, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) July 1, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - April April 18, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) Special Caller July 8, 2026 

CB Bunny Hop April 19, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) July 15, 2026 

Spring General meeting April 26, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) July 22, 2026 

Alberta Tour May 2, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) July 29, 2026 

Gary Winter Boot Camp May 13, 2026   CB Dance (Mon)   

CDCDA Exec Meeting - May May 16, 2026   CB Dance (Mon)   

Gary Winter Boot Camp May 20, 2026   CB Dance (Mon)   

Gary Winter Boot Camp May 27, 2026   CB Dance (Mon)   

Gary Winter Boot Camp June 3, 2026   Square Dance Plus (Mon)   

CDCDA Exec Meeting - June June 20, 2026   Square Dance Plus (Mon)   

National Festival - Penticton July 15 - 18, 2026   Try - It Event   

CDCDA Exec Meeting - August August 15, 2026   Try - It Event   

Alberta Annual Convention September 5 - 7, 2026   Try - It Event   

Square Dance Demo - WEM September 13, 2026   Try - It Event   

CDCDA Exec Meeting - September September 19, 2026   Try - It Event   

CDCDA Exec Meeting - October October 17, 2026   Try - It Event   

CDCDA Exec Meeting - November November 21, 2026       

Fall General Meeting November 22, 2026       

National Square Dance Day - WEM November 29, 2026       

CDCDA 2nd Annual Christmas 
Brunch & Dance December XX, 2026       
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2025 Dance Summaries 
Alberta Tour summary 

Ticket sales $1004 

Expenses 

Hall rent $115 

Equip rent $250 

Meal $90 

Alberta tour share 2\5 975.75 cost\dance 
$487.874 

Total exp $1430.75 

Loss $-426.75 
 

Summer Dances summary 

Total Income $4198.00 

Expenses 

Caller/Cuer $1750.00 

Facility Rental $1617.00 

Total Expenses $3367.00 

Total Profit $831.00 
 

Try-It Events summary 

Expenses 

Caller/Cuer $1250.00 

Facility Rental $1065.00 

Magnet Signs expense $2406.90 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Club Support (casino funding) summary 

9 Clubs x 2500 = $22,500 
 

Christmas Brunch summary Dec 6, 2025 

TICKETS SOLD @ $20 x 75 

TOTAL INCOME $1500.00 

EXPENSES 

Food & Decorations $526.44 

Square Online Charges $10.54 

Hall rent $115.50 

Caller equipment $125.00 

Total expenses $777.48 

Profit $722.52 
4 Callers donated their time (Murray Few, 
Wayne Russell, Alan Ellis, Gary Smith and cuer 
Arlene McLafferty. Dan Lemoine MC’d and 
provided sound for the event. 

Printing expenses $614.67 

CC sandwich board signs expense $210.00 

Facebook boosting expense $40.72 

Total Expenses Try-It Event $5587.29 

Total New Dancers 186 
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