
 

Community Dance Capital District Association 
Sunday, April 26, 2026 Time 1:00 PM 

Westend Seniors Centre 

Spring General Meeting 
AGENDA 

Open Discussion: Nothing to be discussed. 
Call to Order: President: Janice Fendall – 1:05 pm. 
Quorum – attendance sheet – Yes. See attached 
Agenda:  Additions – Nothing to add. 
Approval of Agenda: Motion by John Y. to approve agenda as distributed. Seconded by Sylvia C. PASSED 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by John Y. to approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting Minutes (Jan. 25, 2026) 
as posted on the CDCDA website.  Seconded by Carman D. PASSED 
 

Introduction of CDCDA Executives 
Elaine Junk – Vice President 
Ken Digweed – Secretary 
Arlene McLafferty – Treasurer 
Dave Patterson – Past President 
Eileen & Gary Smith – Promotions 
Arlene McLafferty and Wayne Best – Federation Reps 

Ella-Lynn Thygesen – Dance Director 
Sylvia Colleton – Member at large 
Tom Gray – Member at Large 
Alan Ellis – EDCIA Rep 
Tina Duncan – Administrator 

 

Corresponding Members Mary Nelson & Bruce Nelson  (FS) Adam Narten (C&W) 

Rick Power (Leduc) Wayne Lysons (CC) Dan Lemoine (C&W) 

Carman Dufresne (CS) Paul Dupras (DD) Doug Kariel (Boyle) 
 

REPORTS 
President:   Janice Fendall 

Thank you everyone for coming to the Spring General meeting today.   The weather is looking like we should be spending 
it indoors and not in our gardens. Following this meeting is our New Dancer Jamboree so I would like to welcome any new 
dancers here for the meeting, and I hope we can see you more often at our meetings. These general meetings are held 
three times a year. We have our Annual General meeting in January, a Spring General meeting in April and a Fall General 
meeting in November. The November meeting is followed by a clothing exchange which has become a tradition for 
CDCDA. New dancers or experienced dancers looking for square dance apparel: our November meeting is the place to 
come. All clothing is free and we hope it finds a new home with you. 

The clubs are starting to wind down their 2025-2026 season. Lots of special dances are happening in the next couple 
of weeks. After the regular season ends, our summer season starts. The schedule is complete (thank you to Ella Lynn) for 
all the Wednesday square dances, Monday cued ballroom, plus, and A1 dances. Schedule is on the poster table at the 
back. The schedule will also be uploaded on the website, so you can always check. All summer dances, starting June 10 to 
August 5, will be held here at the Westend Seniors Center from 7:00 – 9:00pm. In August and September, we start our try 
it events. That schedule is also complete (thank you to Eileen and all the participating clubs for scheduling their halls and 
requesting permits). 

We have our special Alberta Tour next Saturday here at the West End Senior Centre with Adam Christman from 
Spokane WA. There is the afternoon plus dance and the evening mainstream and cued ballroom. Your club should hand in 
your sold tickets to Elaine. For those who don't have a ticket yet, they can still be purchased (at the discount price) online 
on the CDCDA website. 

  Be sure to check out the Dance Feed on the website and read the bi-monthly newsletter.  There is always lots 
of news and handy links to our online calendar and dance feed. The 56th Alberta Convention is being planned (Sept. 4-7) 
in Lacombe, hosted by the Calgary & District Association. Check out registration at squaredancecalgary.com. 

As usual be sure to use our CDCDA website to its fullest potential. Submit all your dance dates spreadsheet so they 
can be entered on the online calendar. Submit posters so they can be uploaded to our Dance Feed and of course, keep 
your webpage updated as best as possible. If you don’t know how, please ask!!!  

Thank you to our New Dancer Jamboree committee who have done all the planning for our event after the 
meeting.  Hope you can stay, enjoy the dance and free pizza.   

 

http://squaredancecalgary.com/


 
Treasurer: Arlene McLafferty – Report 

Financial Review – posted on CDCDA website 
Account Balances as at April 21, 2026 

• Cottle Account:  $4,454.29 

• Common Shares:  $1.44 

• Servus Rewards:  $8.25 

• Total:  $4,463.98 

▪ Casino Account:  $24,908.22 

▪ Common Shares $1.55 

▪ Total:  $24,909.77 

✓ Operating Account: $27,100.51 

✓ Common Shares:  $1.83 

✓ Servus Rewards:  $0.43 

✓ Total:  $27,102.77     

GIC:  $6,939.62 (18 months, Matures April 1, 2027 at 3.15% interest).  Expected to earn $327.38 in interest  

for a total of $7,267.00 at maturity on April 1, 2027.  Held in the Operating Account 
 

Motion by Arlene M. to accept 2026 Financials Jan. 1 – April 21, 2026 as presented and posted on CDCDA website. 

Seconded by Tom G. PASSED 

Promotions: Gary Smith 
The Try-Its have been the best form of growth for our activity that we as a promotion committee have seen so far. 

The attendance of new dancers has approached 20.  Once at the Try It session it is up to the club and caller to cement 
the relationship with new potential members. We encourage having your club members attend and warm up to the 
visitors. We also hope other clubs come to the Try-Its to provide additional energy at the event. It is a very simple free 
dance, however, provides benefits to our dance community. Experienced dancers also get to see the hall where each 
club dances and see their caller in action.  

We will be posting the colorful magnet signs near the halls participating two weeks prior to the event to 
encourage local attendance. The number of signs posted depends in part upon the number of city Edmonton permits 
we get from the local halls. Each community hall is entitled to 8 permits per year. There is no cost to the organization 
to donate their permits to CDCDA. The permits expire each calendar year and frequently go unused. We ask each club 
to ask their host location to donate sign permits for the events.  

The Promotion Committee welcomes additional members to join our committee.  
Submitted by  
Gary and Eileen Smith  

 
 

BUSINESS 
1. Successful casino on April 11/12.  Thank you to all the volunteers that participated.  Hope you had a good 

time.  Special thanks to Wayne Best and Claude Vachon who were the General Managers for both days. During 
our 2 days we contributed $233,000 into the 2nd quarter charity pot that will be distributed in the July/August 
time frame.  Using stats from last year, our summer dances basically pay for themselves. Our Try-It Events on the 
other hand cost us about $6,000. There are 9 club requests for casino funding. Last year we gave each club $2500. 
What I would like to suggest to the board is that we plan to donate the max of $5000 or qualifying amount to each 
club this year.  Some will be before and some will be after we receive the casino payout. Further to our discussion 
at the AGM in January and at the suggestion of the EDCIA, I will be making the recommendation to the board that 
we increase the pay to callers/cuers to $150.00 for CDCDA sponsored events. This will not change the caller's 
casino funding limit of $125 for the clubs.  

 

2. 2026 CDCDA Meetings and Special Dances, Calendar of 2026 events at a glance.  Table included below. 
 

3. Alberta Tour: Adam Christman of Spokane Washington – May 2, 2026, Afternoon Plus dance, Evening 
Mainstream/Cued Ballroom.  Hand in your collected money & unsold tickets to Elaine Junk today if you have them 
here. Tickets will still be available for online purchase on the CDCDA website. 

 



 
4. Summer Dance Schedule – Some copies on the poster table at the back. Will also be posted on the CDCDA website 

online calendar and a printable form. Watch for links in the bi-monthly newsletter. 
 

5. Try-It Events – Need clubs to book their halls. CDCDA will reimburse you for the hall rental fee. CDCDA will do 
some media advertising and placement of magnet signs close to location. 

 

6. CDCDA position required: Communications Director – Vacant – Jake has stepped down. Duties are to upload 
posters to the website under Dance Feed. We are also looking for a creative mind to help spruce up the website.  

 

7. Riverhawks Game Demo – CDCDA has been invited to square dance demo again at the Riverhawks baseball game & 
Country Night, Saturday, June 27. Gary Smith will be our caller. Location: Re/Max Field 
5:30 pm arrival, change rooms available.  Dancers are asked to wear traditional square dance outfits with crinoline 
or a prairie skirt for women, and a tie for men. 
6:00 pm - 6:45 pm demo outside the stadium entrance as fans are arriving (on pavement) 
7:00 pm - 7:05 pm short demo on the astro turf field inside of stadium 
7:05 pm game begins -- all dancers will get a FREE pass to stay for the game. 
Free parking nearby, details to be shared. To participate you must register with Patricia Grell by JUNE 1. 
Email patriciaanngrell@gmail.com or call 587.879.5612. 

 

8. Watch for more information about Commemorative Dance (October) and Christmas Brunch (Dec. 5) – currently 
both in planning stage. The Commemorative dance is being planned by the EDICA/CDCDA, to commemorate 
callers who have hung up the mic. Will be $10 per person at the door. Beverages, cake, and cookies will be 
provided. The Christmas Brunch will be hosted by CDCDA at WSAC, price TBD.  

 

9. Update your CDCDA webpage with current information; review your club information on the ASRDF website. 
(squaredance.ab). Lots of information is being distributed for the 2026 Alberta Convention and lots of visitors are 
looking at website information. 

 

10. 2028 Convention – Committee needs to be established – Fall of 2027 ready to go with theme, posters, etc. Gary & 
Eileen Smith have stepped down as chair couple but are willing to mentor the new committee. 
 

11. Email Distribution – CDCDA email the 1st & 15th of each month. – Please ask your club members if they are 
receiving it. If not, let us know and we will add their email address to our database. Contact Tina 
(cdcdainfo@gmail.com) if you need to add members. 
 

12. Follow-Up - A representative from each active club, to attend the CDCDA exec monthly Zoom meetings and be a 
liaison between the CDCDA executive and the club. 

 

13. Open Concerns / Club Reports: 
Leduc: We had 78 members, youngest was 6 years old to 80+, we are having a graduation on April 29th with a BBQ and 
dance for the end of the year social event. We also have 4 new young callers. 
Double Diamonds: Last dance of the year is on April 28th. 
Country Sunshiners: We held our final dance on April 24th, excited for the try it events that are coming up. 
Fun Steps: wrapping up the season on April 28/29th with a try it event on April 30th. 
Lukes & Lucys: May 2nd is our final dance. 
Country & Western: April 30th is our final dance. 
Spruce Grove: Fun and Friendship is our motto, we have got new badges that we have handed out to all our dancers. We 
are in need of funding; we will fill out the forms for a casino fund request and submit it for review. 
Country Cousins: We are having our wind-up banquet on May 5th, we have 1 full square of new dancers. 
Square Up!: August 10th is our Try it event 
Kensington Strollers:  We had our last dance on April 20th – On May 5th we will be running our summer program till 
August. 
 

Thank you all for coming.  Hope you can stay for the New Dancer Jamboree. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  2:45 pm 
 

Next Meeting: Fall General Meeting – November 22, 2026 – Westend Seniors Activity Centre - 1:00 – 3:00pm. Followed by 
our annual clothes exchange and free dance 

 

mailto:patriciaanngrell@gmail.com
mailto:cdcdainfo@gmail.com


 
           The Communications Director shall:   Keep the information on the CDCDA website updated with current information 
for the CDCDA and member clubs. Work with the webmaster and committee to improve the website's visibility and 
appearance. Help with promotions of CDCDA activities. 
 
 

CDCDA Schedule of Events     CDCDA Summer Dance Schedule   
          

Spring General Meeting/New 
Dancer Jamboree 

April 26, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) June 10, 2026 

Alberta Tour May 2, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) June 17, 2026 

Gary Winter Boot Camp May 13, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) June 24, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - May May 16, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) Canada Day July 1, 2026 

Gary Winter Boot Camp May 20, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) Special caller July 8, 2026 

Gary Winter Boot Camp May 27, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) July 15, 2026 

Gary Winter Boot Camp June 3, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) July 22, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - June June 20, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) July 29, 2026 

National Festival - Penticton July 15 - 18, 2026   Square Dance (Wed) August 5, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - August August 15, 2026   CB Dance (Mon) June 15, 2026 

Alberta Annual Convention September 5 - 7, 2026   CB Dance (Mon) July 27, 2026 

Square Dance Demo - WEM September 13, 2026   CB Dance (Mon) August 17, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - September September 19, 2026   Square Dance Plus (Mon) June 22, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - October October 17, 2026   Square Dance Plus (Mon) July 6, 2026 

Commemorative Dance November 7, 2026  Square Dance Plus & Try-It A1 (Mon) August 10, 2026 

CDCDA Exec Meeting - November November 21, 2026   Square Dance A1/A2 (Mon) June 29, 2026 

Fall General Meeting & Clothing Exchange November 22, 2026   Square Dance A1/A2 (Mon) July 13, 2026 

National Square Dance Day - WEM November 29, 2026   Try - It Event DD - Tuesday August 11, 2026 
CDCDA 2nd Annual Christmas Brunch & Dance December 5, 2026   Try- It Event C.S. - Friday August 21, 2026 

    Try-It Event Leduc - Wednesday August 26, 2026 

BC Convention (July 15-18)    Try- It Event FS - Sunday August 30, 2026 

Alberta Convention (Sept 5-7)    Try-It Event - Agra Fair Spruce Grove Sept. 12, 2026 

    Try- It Event WEM - Sunday Sept. 13, 2026 

    Try- It Event KS - Monday Sept. 14, 2026 

    Try- It Event SU - Monday Sept. 21, 2026 

    Try-It Event CC - Tuesday Sept. 22, 2026 

   Try-It Event SG - Thursday Sept. 24, 2026 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 

 


